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1. A Word to the world
Compliance with the national standards for building of wildlife crossings is immediately 
required (Mongolia) 

Mongolia plans to increase extraction and 
mining of mineral resources in order to 
forward its economic development. On one 
side, it is useful for the country’s economic 
development, but on other hand the mining 
infrastructure development, in particular, 
railroads hinder and negatively impact on 
wildlife movements and migrations. Thus, at 
initiative of WWF Mongolia, the conservation 
organizations made recommendations for 
not interrupting wildlife migrations and 
movements and maintaining integrity of wildlife habitats and forwarded delivered it to 
the “Mongolian railway” company at the end of 2016. In the recommendations, railroads 
are to be built without barbed wires in key wildlife migration areas and the national 
standards for building of wildlife crossings at roads and railroads in steppe, Gobi, and 
desert regions must be followed for building of such facilities. Although no specific 
responses were officially provided for due to a number of reasons by the relevant bodies, 
the feasibility study of the proposed 230 km-railroad between Khuut and Bichigt border 
points will be built without barbed wires, according to the official source of information. 
Building of this railroad in the eastern region is still an actual threat to migratory species 
especially the Mongolian gazelle.

Thanks to active lobbying of the conservation organizations, the Ministry of nature and 
touism and Ministry of Road and Transportation has established a joint working group 
that started addressing the issues. At the working group meeting, the members criticized 
that the national standard for building of wildlife crossings approved in 2015 is almost 
unknown to the public, and an active promotion and advocacy on the standard is required 
to heighten the public and decision makers’ awareness. The WWF Mongolia committed 
to support the advocacy activities in this regard. If the public and decision makers have 
adequate understanding on the standards and demand for it’s implementation, the 
mining operators will follow the national standards in their major development projects. 
Such concerted efforts will only ensure that wildlife migrations and movements is not be 
fragmented and interrupted in the region.
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Wild animals pass motorway more safely in the Land of the Leopard (Russia) 

A camera trap recorded a leopard crossing the Narvinsky 
Mountain pass over the motorway tunnel, which was 
opened last year with support from Sergey Ivanov and ANO 
“Far Eastern leopard”. This means that the first in Russia 
wildlife crossing fulfills its mission successfully.

“Fragmentation of the habitats is one of the serious threats 
to the last population of the Amur leopard. In 2007, based 
on WWF’s recommendation, the “Primavtodor” road 
construction company built three underground passages 
for wild animals on a pilot basis. WWF Russia prepared 
proposals for the construction of a tunnel under the 
Narvinsky Mountain pass and bridges-overpasses on 

another three mountain passes,” notes Yury Darman, Ph.D., honorable ecologist of 
Russia, senior adviser at WWF-Russia Amur Branch.

More details are here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14936

Primorsky Wildlife Department recognized one of the best in Russia (Russia)

Primorsky Province Wildlife Department experience in 
organizing anti-poaching brigades is replicated nationwide 
by the presidential order. Over 2016, the Primorsky 
Wildlife Department inspectors detected 2533 violations 
of environmental legislation, confiscated 174 hunting 
gears including 112 firearms, as well as 129 illegally hunted 
ungulates. 26 reports were submitted to the investigative 
authorities to initiate criminal cases. 

“Right now the Department’s experience is used as an 
example to be disseminated and followed by all Wildlife and 
Hunting Management Departments in Russia. Primorsky 
Wildlife Department is now considered a leader. It means 
that the efforts of the government and NGOs including WWF helped to organize the 
best wildlife and hunting management service in the Amur tiger and leopard habitat 
so that our rare cats can feel themselves safe”, comments Pavel Fomenko, head of 
rare species conservation unit at WWF Russia Amur branch, renowned conservationist 
of Russia. WWF Russia with partners has been actively supporting the Wildlife Rangers 
in their efforts on saving the Amur tiger habitats and its prey base. 

More details are here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14918

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14936
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14918
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Russian rangers took part in Rangers’ Competitions in China (Russia)

The 2nd Rangers’ Competitions within 
the Amur tiger habitat were held 
on March 8-10 in Dongning city, in 
China. Two teams from the Russian 
Far East came to the competitions. 
With the support of WWF. They 
were presented by inspectors of the 
Primorsky Hunting Department and 
the United Directorate of Protected 
Areas “Zapovednoye Priamurye”. 
Russian teams competed only in the field stage, where they brilliantly demonstrated 
their skills. The field part included a series of tests: orienting in the forest with GPS, 
setting a camera trap, filling in the tracker’s diary, recording tracks of wild animals and 
the presence of poachers, removing improvised poaching snares.

The competitions effectively contributed to the exchange of experience between the 
inspectors which will help lay the foundation for the restoration of Amur tigers and their 
habitat.

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14974

Earth Hour in Primorye was met even by wild ungulates (Russia)

A festive action dedicated to EH was held in one of the WWF model hunting clubs. Earth 
Day, (instead of Earth Hour (what is an hour compared to a whole day!) was written in 
corn in the snow in one of the supplementary feeding stations in the Sinegorie Hunting 
Club. By eating the corn wild boars and deers celebrated the global action (watch the 
video in Russian here: Video.

In total this winter, 30 hunting clubs, Udegeiskaya Legenda National Park, almost all 
regional PAs, and wildlife refuges of Amurskaya and Evreiskaya Provinces located in 

the Amur tiger home range received 
funding for supplementary feeding 
of wild ungulates. Over 550 tons 
of dry forage were bought by with 
WWF funds and money allocated by 
the Amur Tiger Center, one of WWF 
partners. The forage was distributed 
among those involved in ensuring 
high ungulates numbers in the key 
tiger habitats. Support was provided 
to the hunting clubs of Khabarovsky 
Province as well.

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14974
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Mongolia Squares Up For Successful Seventh Earth Hour (Mongolia) 

The Earth Hour has been celebrated in Mongolia since 2010 in several places, including the 
capital city Ulaanbaatar. The event for this year has been held from 8.30PM to 9.30PM in 
the local time zone on Saturday, March 25, 2017, which included other locations besides 
the capital city Ulaanbaatar, such as Khovd, Govi-Altai,Uvs, Bayan-Olgii, Dornod and 
Khentii provinces. 

Over 4000 citizens participated in the Earth Hour in Khentii and Govi Altai aimags. 
During the celebrations, many interesting activities were held including traditional music 
and dance performance, question and answer competitions. In order to encourage active 
participation of community in the Earth Hour and raise their awareness, climate change 
awareness propaganda was broadcast through local television, and led television of the 
central square all of which promoted fighting against climate change. The photo exhibition 
of Earth Hour event participation around the world gained the interest of many viewers.

The event was held in UB Park in cooperation with Green Bell NGO. Bicyclers’ Club 
members joined our event to show their support for fighting against climate change. After 
the switching off the lights, the participants formed the logo 60+ by lighting of their 
candles. The participants expressed their desire to fight against global warming, and sang 
the Mongolian song about earth mother. The event was able to gather and mobilize those 
who have a heart for the Mother Earth.

Also, WWF-Mongolia jointly with the Energy Regulatory Commission live streamed 
‘Earth Hour and Climate Change’ discussion on the Mongolian national television. 
D.Batbold, WWF Mongolia Country Representative participated on this. At the beginning 
of the live broadcast, viewers were asked to turn off the lights for an hour and the amount 
of saved energy was measured at the National Dispatching Center. The field specialists 
participated in the program to discuss about the impact of climate change in Mongolia, 
possibilities of solution and methods of energy conservation.
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The second tiger habitat ranger competition in China (China)

The second tiger habitat ranger  
competition in China has been conducted 
from 8th to 10th, March, 2017 in 
Dongning forestry bureau of Heilongjiang 
province, jointly organized by WWF 
China, State Forestry Administration, 
Heilongjiang Forestry Department, 
General Administration of Heilongjiang 
Forestry Industry, Jilin Forestry 
Department, Tiger Alive Initiative(TAI), 
and Ranger Federation of Asia(RFA). 

16 Chinese ranger teams and 2 Russian ranger teams participated in the competition. 
More than 160 people in total attended this event. The competition was combined by 
indoor competition, outdoor competition, story sharing, and performance. Knowledge 
about patrolling, animals, plants, footprint recognition, etc. has been tested in the indoor 
competition. Snare removal, GPS usage, and law enforcement, etc. have been tested 
in the outdoor competition. 6 Chinese rangers and 1 Russian ranger have shared their 
experience and stories of their daily work. A performance evening among rangers has 
also been conducted. 

Finally, Hunchun Forestry Bureau has got the first prize, Suiyang Forestry Bureau 
the second, and Huangnihe Forestry Bureau the third. We believe that, through this 
competition, the honor and capacity of rangers in the tiger habitat could be improved. 
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Introduction Seminar for German Industry & Commercial (China) 

21th Mar, Changchun, WWF Office, 
an introduction seminar for German 
Industry & Commercial has been 
conducted. 15 German participants 
have participated in this seminar. 
The seminar lasted about 2 hours and 
covered most of the conservation fields 
of WWF Northeast office, including 
Amur Tiger/Leopard Conservation, 
Freshwater conservation, Community Project, Public engagement, etc. Strong interest 
has been shown from the participants and some further cooperation or engagement has 
already been preliminarily discussed. 

WWF AHEC Working Plan Adaptation meeting in Beijing (China)

28th-30th, Mar, Beijing, WWF AHEC Working Plan Adaptation meeting was conducted. 
WWF staff from Germany, Russia, and Mongolia have joined the meeting to discuss 
the implementation of last three-year work plan and to discuss new ideas and potential 
adaptations. An external facilitator has joined the meeting to coordinate all the 
participants to fully analyze the current challenges and to consolidate all the suggestions 
from different country offices. 
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Red Deer Breeding and Releasing Center in Huangnihe Forestry Bureau (China)

A new Red deer breeding and releasing center has been initiated in Huangnihe Forestry 
Bureau, Jilin Province, with a total of around 150 ha (Photo 1). Three red deer sources of 
population have been investigated. DNA samples have also been collected for a population 
testing, comparing with the wild red deer DNA samples in Huangnihe area. 

The field surveys in several years have shown that the red deer population density is 
quite low in the Amur tiger distribution areas in northeast China. However, red deer 
are the preferred prey for Amur tigers. Thus, the recovery of breeding baseline of red 
deer is very essential and urgent in Amur tiger areas in China. It is expected that the red 
deer breeding and releasing center will play an important role in keeping a pure red deer 
breeding population and sustainable releasing in the wild. It is also expected that the 
center could promote the recovery of the red deer population in Amur tiger habitat in 
northeast China.
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2. United for Conservation effectiveness
Model hunting estate provides training for game users (Russia) 

Sinegorye Hunting Estate hosted 
a workshop on supplementary 
feeding for wild ungulates in Amur 
tiger home range by the initiative 
of WWF Russia and the Primorsky 
Province Wildlife Department. 
The workshop was attended 
by the representatives of 12 
hunting estates. Main issues were 
game population management, 
new business approaches to 
sustainable hunting management 
and big predators conservation. 
WWF’s model hunting estate Sinegorye demonstrated real possibilities of wild ungulates 
recovery and considerable increase in their numbers.  

More details are here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14890

Agreement on having a procedure for pastureland use (Mongolia) 

For effective environmental conservation efforts, partnership and cooperation between local 
communities and organizations is important. Therefore, the Governor’s Administration 
Office of Bayan-Ovoo soum of Khentii aimag organized an event “Partnership-2017” on 
March 24, 2017 to expand cooperation with environmental conservation organizations in 
the soum and have a common understanding among the local parties. This type of event 
was first organized for the soum. It was attended by 22 individuals including rangers of 
Khar Yamaat NR, specialists of WWF Mongolia, and representatives from eight mining 

and exploration companies running 
their operations in the soum’s territory. 

During the meeting, the participants 
highlighted the importance of 
cooperation and partnership in 
particular, in development of 
responsible mining addressed at the 
mining companies locally operating. 
Under this discussion, the Bayan-Ovoo 
soum authorities have agreed to sign 
MoU for cooperation with each of the 

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14890
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eight mining companies operating within the soum’s territory. Either, environmental 
conservation organizations also agreed to cooperate with them. Another important issue 
addressed by the participants was the pastureland, where rotational or seasonal use is 
still lacking. To solve this problem, the soum decided to have a procedure for pastureland 
use. 

In addition, WWF Mongolia is delegated with main responsibilities of the Administration 
for Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve (NR) in accordance with the agreement made with the 
Ministry of Environment and Green Development and the authorities of Khentii and 
Sukhbaatar Aimags. Some parts of Bayan-Ovoo soum territory are included in the NR. 

Stakeholder consultation meeting for Amur tiger and leopard conservation next three-year 
work plan (China) 

A high level stakeholder consulting 
meeting was held on March 13, 2017, 
for next 3-year strategic plan for Amur 
tiger and leopard conservation in 
China. Around 20 decision-making 
governmental officials and experts 
from provincial and municipal forestry 
departments and research institutes 
participated this consultation.

As a crucial cycle in WWF’s programme 
planning process, WWF has consulted the essential comments and suggestions in term 
of current policies and plans, including the planned Amur tiger and leopard national 
park pilot system, logging bans, and the new law of wildlife protection. We expected that 
the suggestions we got from this consulting meeting could help guide WWF-China to 
participate into more potential fields of Amur tiger and leopard conservation. 

Training of SMART and ArcGIS in Dongning, Heilongjiang, China (China)

A professional training of SMART 
and ArcGIS was carried out from 
17th to 19th, Jan, 2017 in Dongning 
forestry bureau of Heilongjiang 
province, jointly organized by 
WWF China and Heilongjiang 
Forestry Department. The training 
included patrolling data collection 
training, and experience sharing. About 40 staffs from more than 12 forestry bureaus 
participated in this training. Through this training, we expected to promote SMART 
patrolling in tiger habitat areas in China.
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Training workshop of Songnen Plain Environment-friendly Sustainable Agriculture Development 
has been conducted (China) 

On March 15, 2017, the training 
workshop of Songnen Plain 
Environment-friendly Sustainable 
Agriculture Development was 
conducted. Representatives from  
WWF-China, AAS and STA 
participated in the meeting. At 
this meeting, the progress of the 
Songnen Plain Environment-friendly 
Sustainable Agriculture Development 
project has been briefed. And, at 
the end, governmental officials and project leaders have made plan for Songnen Plain 
Environment-friendly Sustainable Agriculture Development.

Through this training course, the main leaders in agriculture, agricultural production 
backbone and agricultural technology extension personnel of major cities and counties in 
Songnen Plain, have gained a deep understanding on sustainable agriculture development 
and have stated they would actively support the promotion of the sustainable agriculture 
development project. It is greatly helpful to promote the technology of sustainable 
agriculture development in Songnen Plain.
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3. You said big cats
Uporny, the tiger, was found dead in Khabarovsky Province (Russia)

On March 14, male tiger “Uporny” was found dead with wounds in the head and on the 
back. The GPS signal from his radio collar was lost on 17 February when, the supposed 
place of death was too far away from the local villages and roads, and the experts arrived 
to the site only early in March. According to the obtained data, the tiger was near a killed 
hoofed animal he had prayed in the Gur River valley. The reason of his death is not clear 
yet. Most likely it was attacked by a larger predator, a brown bear or a tiger. The autopsy 
will show the real reason.

“It is a shame to know that Uporny is dead. For all of us this animal has become a 
symbol of struggle for freedom and survival in the wildness. He had a tough time: he 
was removed from the wild, rehabilitated, and adapted. He freely lived in the taiga 
for two years. Over this period, together with the scientists we collected the unique 
information on how a tiger adapted himself to survive in the toughest environment on 
earth. He honestly told us his life story with the signals from his radio collar, notes Pavel 
Fomenko, head of rare species conservation unit at WWF Russia Amur branch, renowned 
conservationist of Russia.

More details are here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14972

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14972
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Is this leopard pregnant? (China) 

February 19, 2017, camera trap data 
showed a big adult leopard appearing in 
the Heilongjiang Laoyeling Amur Tiger 
National Nature Reserve. It looked like 
being pregnant because of a big belly. 
But after a careful check by expert on this 
video, it is found that the big belly leopard 
is male. This lively leopard has been very 
famous for its funny body. ‘The big belly 
indicates that this leopard has just had 
a big meal, showing rich prey in this area, ’Mr. Zhou Shaochun, Heilongjiang Wildlife 
Institute, Says. 

WWF has supported the camera trap monitoring programme in Heilonjiang Laoyeling 
Amur Tiger National Nature Reserve for last 5 years. The consistent programme has 
helped to create a consolidated data of Amur tigers and leopards in this area, as well as a 
connection with its neighboring areas. 

Poacher sentenced to 150 000 USD fine for Amur tiger trophy (Russia)

Primorsky Court on civil cases satisfied 
the prosecutor’s demand for the accused 
to pay this big money for environmental 
damage for poaching six tigers and 
other wild animal species. The decision 
announced on February 1 has closed the 
resonance case against X who has been 
under prosecution for five years. It is for 
the first time ever when the poacher is 
sentenced to such a big fine. This case 
will make it into history of environmental 

legislation. Back in 2012, police found and confiscated from a reefer container located on 
X’s household parts of six Amur tigers, 34 black bears, 12 brown bears, 7 sika deers and 
other rare animals. WWF Russia did forensic examination and monitored this case from 
the very beginning. In spite of wide public resonance the poacher managed to avoid the 
criminal sentence using loopholes in the Russian legislation. 

More details are here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14898

http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14898
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Orphaned tiger cubs moved to a shared “flat” (Russia)

There are four tigers in the Rehab Center 
which is not far from Vladivostok. 
Two of them are cubs that were found 
motherless in the forest and were taken 
from the wild not long ago. Two other 
are adults. One of them, nicknamed 
Vladik, was caught near Vladivostok. 
Last week the local authorities received 
a decision to release Vladik into the wild 
in the BIKIN National Park. The second 
of these two adult tigers is Filippa, the 
female. She is planned to be released this 
May in Evreiskaya Province. Both tigers will be fixed with radio collars. This project is 
being done with cooperation with the Amur Tiger Center. Nowadays, we monitor the 
movement of Artyom, a male, release in Primorye two months ago.

Two orphaned tiger cubs released into a shared spacious enclosure in the Rehab Center 
near the village of Alekseevka after being rehabilitated for several months. The cubs were 
saved this winter by the Primorsky Province Hunting Department’s rangers with WWF’s 
support. Now, in a new “flat” encompassing about one hectare they are able to freely walk 
and play together which is very important for such intelligent animals like tigers. WWF 
equipped the enclosure with a video system to keep an eye on the tigers and monitor their 
progress. 

It was a collective decision to put the cubs together. And the right one. As tiger kittens of 
similar age should grow up together. Such cooperation will enable them to get stronger, 
to perfect their hunting skills when playing, and to build more pronounced social bonds. 
The male cub was put into the Rehab Center in January while the female was brought 
there a bit earlier, in December 2016. 

WWF-Sweden and donors visited the Northern Tiger project area (Russia)

On February 20-27, 2017, the visitors came to the Anyui and Gur Rivers, the northernmost 
Amur tiger habitat in the world. The first stage of the visit was a meeting with the Ministry 
of Natural Resources of Khabarovsky Province and the Joint Directorate of PAs. Its 
participants discussed plans for the future cooperation on conservation the “northern” 
tiger and its habitats. A decision was made for WWF-Sweden to proceed supporting the 
project focused in the coming three years on the enforcement of Khabarovsky Province 
Hunting Department activities, on the cooperation with model hunting clubs, on 
resolutions of conflicts between humans and large predators, on the support of efforts on 
protection and infrastructure development of the Anyuisky National Park, and on raising 
public awareness specifically among the indigenous people of the North. Among other 
top decisions was to enlarge the project activities further north, into the Gur River basin. 
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4. When the Belt is Green
The Year for Protected Areas launched in Russia (Russia) 

2017 was announced the Year for Protected 
Areas by the decree of the Russian President 
to celebrate one hundred anniversary of 
Barguzinsky State Nature Reserve, the first PA 
of Russia established in 1917.

The Year for Protected Areas is aimed to draw 
public attention towards conservation of natural 
heritage sites in Russia. In the Amur Ecoregion 
it opened with the photo exhibition The Sacred 
Necklace of the Amur River in five provinces 

on January 11th. The exhibition presents 92 photos portraying the unique wildlife of 23 
federal protected areas of the Amur River basin.

On March 14, a marathon Protected Areas Wave was kicked off. PAs staff will pass the 
symbolic flag to each other when conducting a broad variety of events like photo and 
drawing exhibitions, open days, expeditions, rallies and festivals. The local grassroots will 
join the celebration. They will hold special interactive lessons, contests, environmental 
shifts, quizzes for secondary and high school students, the Far Eastern conference on 
PAs management, a seminar for PAs staff of public awareness and ecotourism units, an 
international competition among rangers. The final event of the marathon — a Tourist 
Festival — will take place in June in Khabarovsk

More details are here: 
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14836

and here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14888

AHEC Protected Areas National Heritage Drawing Contest (China)

The drawing contest has recently come to the end 
since the start in Nov. 2016. During the period, 
501 pieces of drawings from more than 10 nature 
reserves in AHEC China have been collected. 
After a three-month of creation, collection and 
judging of drawings, a total of 35 best drawings, 9 
for the first, 9 for the second, and 17 for the third, 
from Heilongjiang, Jilin and Inner Mongolia 
in China have been selected as award-wining 

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14836
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14888
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drawings. All these award-wining drawings together with the best drawings from Russia 
will be put in an album for distribution. 

The aim of this contest was to understand the wetland in eyes of 6-18 years old children 
lived at Heilongjiang River Basin and to let the children understand the importance of 
nature protection. While we are also inspired to keep protecting the wetlands and the blue 
sky in the children’s eyes. During this activity, we have got strong support from students 
and teachers of the participating schools as well as other education organizations, and 
we also have got great support from governments and forestry departments in three 
provinces at all levels.

The Bikin National Park took part in Earth Hour for the first time(Russia)

This global environmental action coincided 
with the Hunters Day that was hosted by the 
Park with the support of WWF Russia. The 
focus of Va:kchai ni (meaning “a hunter” 
in the Udege language) was the end of the 
hunting season and a one-year anniversary 
of the National Park. Over 200 guests 
gathered together to celebrate the date: 
on-stage performance groups, craftsmen 
and artisans, governmental officials, NGOs 
representatives, indigenous people from Krasny Yar and from Khabarovsky Province, 
and local hunters themselves. 

Among the attention grabbers were the competitions of hunters, citizens of the village 
of Krasny Yar, and NP’s staff. They competed in archery, throwing spears, team skiing 
demonstrating their skills, handiness, and bravado. National costumes, shaman rites, 
fun and play decorated the holiday. Six venues represented traditions and habits of the 
Udege and Nanai aboriginal tribes, their national cuisine and crafts. The shaman dance 
around a bonfire was a spectacular wrap up of the event and was dedicated to the Earth 
Hour. WWF hopes that EH component will become an integral part of the Hunters Day.

“Hunters of the Krasny Yar are not only daily-breaders for their families but protectors 
of the Bikin River forests as well. Thanks to their efforts the local virgin nature has been 
saved’, noted the NP’s head.

Today the Park’s staff consists of 50 aboriginals. Three of them are deputy-heads of the 
Park while the rest of the Nanai and Udege NP’ staff are involved into nature resources 
protection and monitoring.

Besides, at the base of the NP there is fully operating craft shop as well as a kids’ on-stage 
performance group. The Park’s administration plans to promote the Bikin brand on the 
market of tourist resources to make it more interesting for the local people and guests of 
this unique land.
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The first tiger captured by camera trap (Russia)

The first Amur tiger images were received from camera traps provided to Bikin National 
Park by WWF Russia as part of the joint project on rare cats conservation with VTB 
Group.

In 201, the Bikin National Park became a 
participant of the project on rare big cats 
conservation implemented by WWF Russia 
jointly with the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and supported by VTB Group (one of top Russian 
banks). WWF Russia delivered 48 camera traps 
to the NP early this year and organized training 
courses for the Park’s staff on how to set camera 
trap and on their further exploitation. Right after 
that the camera traps were fixed in the Park and 

in March first tigers were captured. After the first check of camera traps data in March, 
three different tigers were identified from the images: a mature male, a female and most 
likely another pregnant female. All animals are in a good health condition. 

Video recording devices will be used for wild animals monitoring and for the protection 
of the national park territory. This will help to carry out a full scale collecting of photo and 
video materials to monitor the Amur tiger population in the Bikin River basin.

More details are here: 
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14968

The Bikin National Park protects its lands against poachers (Russia)

On February 22, the NP’ rangers caught an intruder who 
carried a rifle, and 50 metal traps. All the hunting devices 
were confiscated. The seizure took place when the Parks 
rangers group did one of its regular inspections of the 
protected area. Walking through the forest they noticed a 
ski-doo trail. They followed it and found the snow mobile 
sledge and a sack with traps. Soon, the owner of traps 
approached the inspectors. A protocol was issued and the 
case documents delivered to the local Police department to 
initiate a criminal case. A poacher waits for a trial to come. 

Today, the hunt in the Park is allowed only for indigenous 
people. Before the Park was established the area was 
actively hunted. After the NP creation some hunters faced new regulations peacefully 
and started legal hunting on different plots while others refused to obey the hunting ban 
and proceeded hunting in the newly created NP. So the Park’s administration started 
patrolling these former allowable hunting grounds as a priority.

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14968
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5. Walking through Evergreen Forest 
Pine forests are saved (Russia)

On January 10, 2017, a Decree of the Russian Ministry of Natural Recourses and 
Environment on timber cutting regulations came into force. Due to these new Regulations 
over 80% of old-growth Korean pine forests of the Russian Far East could lose their 
protective status.

WWF Russia together with Greenpeace forwarded to the Ministry an appeal asking 
to prevent the tragedy in the Korean pine forests. WWF Russia Amur branch hold an 
urgent press conference where proved with figures and facts that these changes would be 
disastrous for the Amur tiger. Other NGOs joined the appeal. 

And the voice of public has been heard! A new Order of the Ministry has cancelled the 
dangerous amendments into the cutting regulations thus maintaining the ban for logging 
operations in the pine forests (Order of Minister of Nature Resources “On changes in 
Rules for logging operation” #5, 11.01.2017). 

A campaign “Tree retains water-Water retains life” is supported by local citizens (Mongolia) 

Onon River basin is abundant with 
forest resource. However, the basin 
is still in a need to halt unregulated 
and unsustainable use of wood and to 
improve the current forest conservation 
management. Thus, a consultation 
meeting “Stakeholder Engagement for 
Improved Forest Management” was 
organized in Binder, Bayan-Adraga, 
Norovlin, and Dadal soums of Khentii 
aimag with the aim to exchange views 
for improvement of the forest use, restoration, and conservation management and 
stakeholder engagement, and development of co-management plan for forest users and 
further actions. 

The consultation meeting for stakeholders was attended by over 300 individuals 
including the Governors of the soums in Onon River basin, the senior officers of Khentii 
aimag’s department of Environment and Tourism specialists from the Administration 
of Onon-Balj National Park the WWF-Mongolia forestry divisions in the soums, State 
environmental inspectors, rangers, and members of forest user groups and associations. 

The participants were presented with a report of the activities implemented under the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), which was approved by the stakeholder meeting 
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for forestry organized in 2016, and openly discussed achievements and lessons learnt. 
They recommended updating the MoU and having it signed by the parties for further 
actions. On the meeting, a concern “big areas of forests in the basin have been affected by 
damageable insects and pests” was quite often raised by local people. Local participants 
also requested to carry out a survey on the forest pests in floodplain forests and to 
take necessary remedial actions to tackle with the problem. Moreover, the participants 
exchanged their ideas and suggestions such as encouraging local residents to have their 
family gardens and organize trainings on growing and caring gardens instead of just 
relying and using of forest resources within the areas. 

During the meeting, the WWF Mongolia specialists presented purpose and intentions 
of a campaign “Tree retains water-Water retains life” and received their feedbacks and 
comments on the discussing topic. Supported the campaign, the local participants have 
promised to cooperate in certain tasks under the campaign. 

«Care center» for Korean pines build in Primorye (Russia)

The forest seeds storage was organized at the Forest 
Nursery of the Primorskaya State Agriculture 
Academy with the support of WWF and Gold Pandas 
Club. Two tons of Korean pine seeds were put there 
for stratification. The storage is the key infrastructure 
of the nursery. With Gold Pandas Club’s money the 
Academy purchased a special construction with 
appropriate climate conditions for the seeds storage 
as even good quality seeds can lose their germinating 
capacity if the temperature inside the storage drops or 
raises several degrees. The storage will make it easy to 
annually get about one million three-years-old Korean 
pine seedlings thus ensuring restoration of 400-500 
hectares of forests. WWF has been cooperating with 
the Academy since 2011. The first joint step taken was getting by the Academy the legal 
rights for perpetual use of 29 000 hectares of model forest. 
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